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[0:00] Well, in here, we're carrying on kind of the second week of that
new series in the book of Ephesians.! So if you want to turn to Ephesians
1, I"'mgoing toread it first, and then I'"'mgoing to read it first.

And then I'm going to read it first, and then I'm going to read it first, and then I'm going to read it
first.

And then I'm going to read it first, and then I'm going to read it first, and then I'm going to read it
first.

In love, he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will, to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the one he
loves.

In him, we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God's grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known
to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ.
[1:29] To be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillnment, to
bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. This is
God' s word.

Let's pray. Almighty God, we just thank you for your word, the Bible, and we thank you that this is
the way that you want to speak to us. This is the bit of the Bible, the passage that you've ordained in
the history of time to be the thing that you want to say to us, your people here this morning, as a
body, as a family.

And so | pray that together we would hear the word of the Lord and that we would respond in our
own way, individually, but also together.

That you would challenge us, correct us, teach us, rebuke and train us in righteousness that we,
your servants, may be equipped for every good work. We ask for this in his name.

Amen. Amen. | don't have to say that we all have a, well at least | think we do, we all have a favorite
film and favorite actors.

[2:37] One of ny favorite actors is Tom Hanks. What | think I, what |

| ove about Tom Hanks is his, he's got this kind of anazing ability to
carry even a bad novie.

Okay. He's, | think he's, he's been in films that are actually, they're not great, but he seems to turn it
into like half decent. Anybody else playing that part, the film would have been a disaster.

But the production, the script and the kind of the profit actually that it makes, they're kind of carried
by him. So you've got great actors that can do that. The reverse, but do you not, have you not seen
that the reverse is also true?

You could have a script and a production that is great, but if you get someone who's wooden and
lifeless, that kind of a performance.

Like the, before it even makes the box office, the lead could never carry it and it cans and makes no
money. Now our life is not a movie, but | just wonder how you, we often think about our lives
because, you know, seven billion people in the world and we can live as if we're the main character
of our own story.

[3:56] W are, we can live as if, you know, we are the protagonist, the
mai n character. The, you know, the reality is we all think |ike that
because we're in our own heads, we're doing our own life, we've got our
own jobs, famly, place that we live in, that's the thing that we think
about .
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And because that's how we think, because we live in that way in our own heads, we only, we, and
we will only ever see life from our own perspective. What that means is, because we sort of live as if
we're the main character, the protagonist of our own story, it builds pressure because what it means
is that we can try to carry the success of our life on our own shoulders.

When we do that, it leads to the familiar patterns, exhaustion, isolation. We can end up thinking that
we're the, you know, that we're kind of unique compared to everyone else.

We can end up thinking that we're the only ones who, who really know what it's like to be us
because we're the only ones who've lived our story. Nobody really gets me. That's why trying to be
the lead is a lonely, is kind of a bit lonely.

What | want to show this morning from this passage is, and what | kind of want to invite you to think
through this morning from Ephesians 1, is to consider this.

[5:25] What if you were never nmeant to be the |lead character, even in

your own |ife? What if the pressure to carry the success of your life was
actual ly never neant to rest on you?

Paul's letter to the Ephesians kind of kicks off with a bit of a spiritual bang, and it shows us that
there is only one true lead character.

And it's not us, not even in the scenes of our individual lives. Even in your life today, the true lead,
the main character of your existence is Jesus Christ.

And we're going to think about what that might look like, and flesh that out a little bit more. The first
thing that we're going to think of is our kind of spiritual location.

That might sound a bit of a weird thing to say. What does that mean? But our location is in Christ.
Our location is in Christ. You see, the drama of our lives as it plays out, it only actually gains
significance and relevance with how you relate to the main character of history.

[6:47] You know, this is true in nmovies, isn't it? If you are a side
character in sone forgettable kind of, you know, indie novie, no one
cares.

But if you're an extra in Forrest Gump, or Saving Private Ryan, you'd be telling everyone. You see
that guy just right at the back with his, that's me, that's me right there.

You're connected to something that gains cinematic fame. Everybody's seen those two. How we
perform or succeed in life, you know, it hurts because, when we make it about us, because actually
it violates the design from our creator, really, because what we're meant to do is find significance
through association with the lead character of history.

We're meant to find significance through association with Jesus, but the problem is we attempt to
find significance on our own. It's estimated that the total population of the world ever, you know, the
whole history of population, is about 100 billion across the whole of human history.

That means, you know, me and you here today, we are one, of course all of history, one in 100
billion. Our single story, our individual lives, while important to us, in the grand drama of history, it's
small, it is fragile, and actually, you know, compared to everyone else, it's pretty irrelevant.

[8:27] The nunber of people we actually know and spend tine w th, even
that is pretty small, isn't it? You know, how many people do you know?
One, you know, put that into 100 billion.

You know, it's just like the significance, a small part in an epic all-time classic lifts the status of the
actor.

Our status is lifted when we're connected to the lead character in the drama of human history. One
in 100 billion? Well, there is one in that 100 billion that is Jesus.

He's the true lead. And as believers, we have a connection to him. You see that all the way through,
there's, we're connected, we have that location of what it means to be a believer is we're connected
to the lead actor, that phrase, it comes all the way through, in Christ.

You see, it says, right from the word, right from the word go, to God's holy people in Ephesus, the
faithful, where, you know, he's writing to people in geographical, in Ephesus, but where are they
spiritually?

[9:40] Verse one, they're in Christ. End of verse three, he gives them
every spiritual blessing in Christ, for he chose us in him

We go further down, verse seven, in him we have redemption through his blood. He brings
everything, verse nine, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure,
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which he purposed in Christ.

Everything is about being connected to the lead character of history. Being an actor in a film means
your name appears on the credits, it means you're in the final cut.

Bad days on set don't change the final version, you are locked in. Paul writes, as I've mentioned, to
a church that has a physical location, they're in Ephesus, that is the stage, that is the place in the
world where they're part, the drama of history is being played out, but then there is the spiritual
location to God's holy people, the faithful in Christ.

This is participation, Jesus is the lead. What is true of him is credited to the whole cast. The
geographical location could move, but the spiritual one is for God's people that doesn't change.
[11:05] They're all in Christ. And so what it neans for us this norning
is that we are united and connected to Jesus, we have a relationship with
him we are in himand he is in us.

Because our, and it's because our location is in him is secure, it's the reason that Paul's able to kick
off in verse 3 with blessing God.

See that word for, that word for praise, verse 3, it says, praise be to the God and Father. That word
for praise is actually the word blessed. It actually reads, blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
Because you're in Christ and that's secure, what it means is, it means when you start your day, we
don't need to start our days wondering, maybe we do wonder, how God might bless us today.

We don't need to wonder about, will God bless me today? | wonder how he might bless me today.
No, no, no. We actually can bless God, praise and worship him because he already has blessed us
and his blessings are secure and are with us every day of our spiritual lives.

[12: 24] He has blessed us to the maximumthat he is able to. He's bl essed
us in, what does it say, in the heavenly realm with every spiritual

bl essi ng? In other words, praise be to God because he's not withheld any
bl essing from us.

He's not withheld no blessing as he withheld from his people, not a single one. It's not a question of
if he'll bless you today, you start the day, you wake up as somebody who is blessed.

So that's the first point is location in Christ. The second one, we move to verse 4 and 5, is chosen in
Christ. Before any drama starts shooting, there is the casting.

As part of the production, there is someone whose job is to cast and choose the right people, the
right actors for the part. But we know what that is usually based on. It's based on looks, isn't it?

Do they look the part? Perhaps it's based on looks, maybe a few other things. It's based on perhaps
acting ability, experience, and maybe a previous connection to other actors or the director.

[13:36] In the drama of history, even before the creation begins, before
the stage is built, the living God casts for the drama. Look with ne,
verse 4.

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. The
director, the living God, sets the cast list before the theater is built or the cameras start to roll.

He chose us before the foundation of the world and in real time we didn't exist. What that means is
we can say for certain, we can say something for real certain here, that the living God, because of
that, he did not choose us because of some ability or something about us.

When this eternal casting was taking place, we didn't have to win the role in front of the director,
God himself. No, God chose us to be in Christ.

He chose us that he would make us holy and blameless in his sight. He chose us that we would be
his people. And not only did he choose us, but even before the cameras of creation started rolling,
he decided what our future would look like.

[14:57] You see what he says in verse 5? In love, if you're chosen, this
is what he's saying, because you're chosen, this is what's going to
happen. Verse 5, In |love he predestined us for adoption, to sonship

t hrough Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.

It pleased him to say, I've chosen you, and then in the future, what I'm destining you for is that you
will become my children. He chose us and said that in time, what that would mean, we would,
because of the work of Jesus Christ, in time, we would one day become his children.
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His chosen people, before time, would become his sons and daughters in time. The director has
decided that ending at the same, before the beginning, predestined us for adoption.

Which means, if we have a bad day in our lives, if we shoot a bad scene, we will never be cut and
replaced. We never auditioned for the role, and so we can never lose our place in him.

And that's a comfort. That is a comfort. Because, the real problem, isn't it, is that, the real problem is
that, it's more than just bad scenes in our life that's the problem.

[16:27] This anal ogy that's kind of working through the whol e sernon kind
of falls down here. Because the bad scenes, the bad days, are not just
kind of, they're just a pointer to what we're |like on the inside.

You know, they're not just momentary slits where we forget our lines. But, the bad things that come,
are not just things that are on the outside, they come out of us.

We're not just good actors having a bad day, no, actually, what we read later in Ephesians is that
we're kind of dead characters that need new life. What we need is to really look at, well, how do we
really rest in that reality?

And, and the reality is, because the, it's because the director who's planned the whole of history is,
because he's the same one who finishes the story, he's working all these things out to the end that
includes our part.

You see, what that means is that there's more to it that's going to come in time. What happens in
time to the chosen, which is where we're going to turn to our third point, forgiving in Christ.

[17:47] Qut of the hundred billion people who've ever lived, Jesus is the
only one who's able to take the |l ead, and he delivers the perfect life
performance. There's a huge weight on him It's a massive burden, isn't
it?

To be the lead, when there's a, the supporting cast is a hundred billion people. to, to know that the
success of the whole divine production depends on his performance, but it's a burden that he alone
can bear.

And the shock, this, the shock, this grabs my heatrt, is that, not only is, and I've said this a few times
already, not only is the, is he the main character of history on the grand scale, he's also the main
character of your individual life.

Even in our own story, our performance is wooden and lifeless because of our sins and failures. We
need Jesus' perfect performance.

We need him to do it flawlessly because it's beyond us. And look what we read in verses seven and
eight. In him, in Christ, in the spiritual location, what do we have? We have redemption through his
blood.

[18:56] The forgiveness of sins in accordance with the riches of God's
grace that he |avishes on us. Jesus is cast as the lead and he lives

wi t hout sin.

Then through his blood, he pays for us. We have redemption. We're set free from what we should
have received. On the cross, Jesus, the lead, takes the bad reviews that our sins deserved and we
receive the standing ovation of his perfect performance.

And the scale of the gift surpasses anything we could comprehend. It's not that he only has so
much forgiveness to go around, is it? You know, there is no scavenging to see if we can grab a little
bit of forgiveness.

If we're first in line, perhaps we'll get a little bit more. No, forgiveness is given what we read out of
his riches. It is lavished on us. There's no expense spared. There's no budget cuts. The profit of the
lead's perfect performance is poured out on the supporting cast with infinite generosity.

We are forgiven in Christ. We're located in Christ. We're chosen in him. We're forgiven in him. The
final point is that we have a purpose in him.

[20:19] Purpose in Christ. Al of this has a goal, a purpose, a reason
that lies behind it. It is the goal of grace. You know, because the
guestion we m ght be saying is, why would a director, why would the God

of history who's ordai ned the whole plan, why would a director do all

this for a cast that couldn't perforn?

And we see what he says in verse 6. Actually comes again later on, which we'll see next week. to
the praise of his glorious grace.
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To the praise of his glorious grace. We are not the stars of the show. The living God is. The entire
production is for the director of history.

It's so that he is praised because of his grace, because of what he's done, because of his character,
because of his actions towards us. What God does across the span of history, before time began,
then through his son, in time, and then in actual time in our lives, by calling us to adoption, the
display of his infinite kindness, this work of grace, shows God's character, and demonstrates it in a
way that maximizes the display of his glory.

We are the stage on which his infinite kindness is being displayed for the whole universe to see.
That's the reason, that's the ultimate reason he does it.

[21:46] The purpose is so that he'll be praised for his glorious grace.
And the end point of that will look |ike Jesus becom ng Lord over all
t hi ngs.

Verse 9 and 10. This is the will of God to do that for the prayers of his glorious grace. But verse 9
and 10, we get the purpose fleshed out. He made known to us, look with me, he made known to us
the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure which he purposed in Christ to be put into
effect when the time has reached their fulfillment to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth
under Christ.

Your one in a hundred billion life has significance because the drama of history you're a part of is a
cosmic masterpiece. The aim of all of what God is doing is to restore the cosmos to what was
intended.

Jesus as Lord and everything under him together. not just people, we are the first expression of
that, the church, but everything in heaven and on earth with Jesus reigning.

Our redemption is the reality of that coming to pass. As your location spiritually is in him, you have
unity with God, you have unity with every other believer.

[23:18] Qur lives one in a hundred billion nmight |ook snall, but they
have cosnic significance in the drana of history. Your lines won't get
cut, but your redenption is there for all to witness the glory of Cod.

This is the place of rest. Paul says in verse 2, grace and peace to you from God, our Father, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the place of peace, isn't it? Grace and peace, why should you have grace and peace? Paul
says, well here's why. Peace comes from knowing that production is a guaranteed success.

You don't have to carry the weight of your own story because the main character who's the
protagonist is the protagonist of your story, he's already won.

You get to be a part of the greatest story ever told. Your own individual story is designed to display
the glorious character of Jesus working through your life, the glorious character of the living God,
the director forever.

[ 24: 23] What does that nean for us? Because you're in Christ, you get to
live without the pressure of making your life a success.

Jesus is the main character so in him you already are. You don't have to pretend. You can stop any
kind of acting or presenting or trying to make it on your own and live as a child of God, as a brother
of Jesus knowing that he has got you where he wants you and is blessing you.

You were never meant to be the main character. Why not let Jesus take the lead of your life? Why
not let him? You don't have to be a somebody. You are one in a hundred billion but united to Jesus
he makes you into a display of his grace and glory.

He makes you into a display of his grace and glory. | don't know, maybe you're here this morning
and you're still thinking it through about what it means to follow Jesus.

Well, can | invite you to consider that this is what is on offer to you. This is the good news of Jesus
and if you're hankering for significance God won't just give it to you in a little bit.

[25:52] He'll give it to you in spades. He'll give you cosnmc
significance when you et himtake the lead. Located in Christ. Chosen in
hi m

Forgiven in him. And with a great purpose in him. Let's pray. Almighty God, this grabs my own heart
and | know there's so often when | try to take the lead in my own life and think that success and the
way that life goes is all about how | perform and | know that along with me there'll be others of us
too who've walked in that way.
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Lord, | thank you that you take the pressure off us that success is not about the way that we live our
story but success in life is the connection, the relationship that we have to you, Lord, the main
character of history.

and so | pray that you would lift that burden from our shoulders and that we would let you take the
lead of our life. Forgive us where we've not.

Change us. Remind us that our future is secure in you because you've chosen us before the
creation of the world and because you're the God of the beginning and the end, the future is secure.
[27:36] we were predestined at that noment for adoption that we could

call you Father. And now we have the great, what a wonderful purpose to
glorify you, that Jesus would be Lord over all of our lives and that you
give us significance in him

We praise you and ask for your blessing in Christ's name. Amen.
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